J ORDAN PUGH’S PARENTS DEVOTED TO THE NTH DEGREE
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Before the Washington Redskins took the field against the Detroit Lions, two prominent jerseys stood out among the rest of
masses watching the action from the sidelines.
Normally, one sees a sea of “GRIFFIN III” stitched on the backs of burgundy colored outerwear, with an “ORAKPO” here and a
“GARCON” there, even the occasional “COOLEY”. But back-to-back “PUGH”? Hmmm. There has to be a story there.
“Are you by chance Jordan Pugh’s parents?” I guessed as I approached the
warm, smiling couple eagerly taking in the scene during pre-game warm-ups.
Jo Ann Pugh answered with a resounding “YES! We ARE Jordan Pugh’s
parents!” Her enthusiasm was immediately infectious.
It’s not every game that one sees both parents of any NFL player standing on
the sidelines. What I was to learn in short order was, for the Pugh family,
watching their son play football in person was nothing out of the ordinary at
all. Quite the opposite.
“We have seen every game Jordan has played since he was eight years old”,
declared the beaming mother of two. She and her husband Marshall have
traveled even to every away game, at both the college and pro level, in which
Jordan has ever played.
I did some quick math in my head. That amounted to about fifteen straight
years of watching their son play every week, and given the amount of games
in grade school, high school, college, and the NFL, Jordan’s parents have
been to almost 200 straight football games in which their son has participated.
While Pugh has yet to crack the Redskins starting lineup–and that time may
come soon, considering the Redskins’ woes at the safety position–simply
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making it this far meant that the man had been a successful player
throughout his career. He was a standout at Plano West Senior High School,
and then went on to Texas A&M, where he played both cornerback and

safety. He collected 212 tackles to go with his four interceptions, earning him All-American honorable mention in his senior year.
Pugh also has seen action in 27 games as a
Carolina Panther, where he was drafted in 2010.
I asked Marshall Pugh about the secret to his
success. Turns out, it’s no secret at all.
“Hard work and integrity. He’s a man of character”,
the man said with pride and conviction.
Sounds like the kind of guy everyone in Redskins
Nation would like to cheer on. Let’s hope he gets his
opportunity to show what he’s made of in the coming
months and years.
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